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Her first novel, The Thousand Faces of Night (1992) won the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize. Since then, she has published a collection of stories, The Art of 
Dying (1993); the novels The Ghosts of Vasu Master (1994), When Dreams 
Travel (1999), In Times of Siege (2003), and Fugitive Histories (2009); and a 
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Women’s Press, 1996.  

 “A Night with Scheherazade,” short story aired on The Sound of Writing, National 
Public Radio, Washington D.C., 1996. 
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 “Nissim Ezekiel: The Teacher Behind the Poet”, The Best of Tehelka, Buffalo Books, 
New Delhi, 2003. 
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 “In Times of Siege: Shrinking Spaces in Times of Globalization”, Centre for 
Communication and Development Studies, Pune, 2007. 

 “Bloodthirsty Honour”, Writing a Nation: An Anthology of Indian Journalism, ed. 
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Awards and nominations 
The Thousand Faces of Night won the 1993 Commonwealth Writers Prize for best 
first book. The book was also nominated for the IMPAC award in 1996. 
The story “The Warden” from The Art of Dying was nominated for the Pushcart 
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 Scholar-in-Residence, Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi, 2010-2011 
 
 
Lectures, readings, conferences and membership in juries and boards 
1993: Commonwealth Writers Prize week, Singapore 
1994: Conference on Commonwealth literature, Leeds University; Reading at the Nehru 
Centre, London; Jury member, Neustadt Prize, University of Oklahoma 
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Departments of the University of Zurich and the University of Geneva; reading and 
conference at the University of Chandigarh. 
1996: National seminar, “Breakthroughs in Modern Indian Literature,” Sahitya 
Akademi Annual Festival of Letters, Bangalore; G.C. Bannerjee Memorial Lecture, 
University of Bombay; Workshops for the Refresher Course for college teachers, 
University of Bombay; Reading, British Council, Mumbai. 
1997: Commonwealth Writers Prize 10th anniversary festival of literature, London; 
Reading, Voice Box, Royal Festival Hall, London; “Enigmas and Arrivals: Writing Now,” 
international symposium, SOAS, London; Commonwealth Writers Tour, Arts Council 
reading tour of England with Louis de Bernieres and Rohinton Mistry; Reading, 
University of East Anglia, Norwich; Readings and conference, “The Empire Writes Back: 
Indian and Pakistan Literature after 1947,” House of World Cultures, Berlin; 
International Writers Meeting, InterLit 4, Erlangen and Berlin; Lecture and reading tour 
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England; Panel on Indian writing, Nehru Centre, London, 1997. 
1998: Member of expert committee to award government fellowships in literature, New 
Delhi; Conference on “Europe and the Other,” House of World Cultures, Berlin; 
Readings in the University of Hanover and Bremen; Writing workshop for senior 
students, Kodaikanal International School, Tamil Nadu,; Reading and lecture, American 
College, Madurai. 
1999: Member of jury, best writing on cinema, National Film Awards, New Delhi; 
readings in New Delhi, launch of When Dreams Travel; Meet the Author event, Akshara 
Books, Hyderabad; reading, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. 
2000: Lecture at the University of Cyprus and readings in Nicosia; lecture and reading, 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur; Lecture as part of refresher course of 
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2001: Reading in The Elliott Bay Book Company, Seattle; Lectures under the Seattle 
Arts and Lectures’ Writers in the Schools Programme; Advisory Board, Moving Worlds, 
A Journal of Transcultural Writings, University of Leeds. 
2002: Panel discussions, “At Home in the World”: International Festival of Indian 
Literature, Neemrana, Rajasthan; Special lecture, Graduate School of Literature and 
Literary Theory, Blekinge Institute of Technology, Karlskrona, Sweden; Book release, 
International Centre, Dona Paula, Goa; Reading and panel discussion, University of 
Lucknow. 
2003: Keynote address, “Shrinking Spaces in Times of Globalisation,” IACLALS 
Annual Conference, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi; Readings in New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Hyderabad and Bangalore, launch of In Times of Siege; 
panel discussion, UK-South Asia Women Writers Conference, British Council, New 
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and participant, “Voices of Resistance: Real Lives, Imagined Lives,” House of World 
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Tokyo and Yamagata. 
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Lecture, “The Politics of Writing: Women, Language and the Postcolonial,” Gender 
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and Boundaries,” Women’s Initiative for Peace in South Asia, New Delhi. 
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women writers, New Delhi. 
2006: Keynote address, international conference on Literature as Resistance, 
University of Mumbai; panel discussion on Globalisation and Post-colonial Writing, 
University of Kolkata; public lecture, “In Search of Our Other Selves”, Dartmouth 
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2007: Keynote address, international conference, “Women’s Studies and 



Contemporary Literatures”, Mysore University; Book release, Toto Funds the Arts, 
Bangalore; Meet the Author, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi; Salon du Livre 2007 (Paris 
Book Fair). 
2008: Writer-in-Residence, Jamia University, New Delhi. 
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University of Cordoba, Spain; readings at Ranga Shankara, Bengaluru and Akshara, 
Hyderabad; reading organized by Prakriti Foundation and Madras Book Club, Chennai;  
“Speaking in Many Voices”, reading and talk at The Attic, New Delhi; keynote address at 
conference on the Booker Prize and the Indian novel in English, Osmania University 
Centre for International Programmes, Hyderabad; lecture at the Refresher Course in 
English, Jamia Academic Staff College, New Delhi; reading at international conference on 
the Arabian Nights, “The Compass of Story”, New York University Abu Dhabi. 
2010: Scholar-in-Residence, Jamia University, New Delhi. 


